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The burial caves of the Dominican monastery in Jerusalem
ARE NOT the tombs of the last kings of Judah.

In 1986 the Israeli archaeologist Amos Kloner, in his article published in
Levant1, presented the hypothesis that the Dominican Monastery of Jerusalem is the
location of the biblical garden of Uzza and of the burial caves of the last kings of
Judah, from Manasseh onwards. In a recent publication he reiterates his
assumption.2
His argumentation is founded on a wrong translation of a text of The War of
the Jews written by Flavius Josephus in the 1st century AD3. Kloner translates the
Greek word speleion by “burial cave”, misinterpreting the article of the Greek
dictionary LSJ, where this word is correctly translated by “grotto, cave”4. In fact, in the
entire work of Josephus, speleion appears 41 other times, all of them without any
doubt related to grottos, caves or caverns5. Furthermore, when he speaks about
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burials, Josephus employs other words, such as mnemeion, mnema, taphos and
theke, the latter reserved to the tombs of the kings of Judah6.
In his argumentation Kloner quotes some Bible‟s texts too, but he forgets to
recognize that, according to the same texts, the tombs of the last kings of Judah were
in the “garden of the palace of Manasseh”7. It seems very strange indeed that
Manasseh should built his palace in an unprotected region that, according to Kloner
himself, was a burial area until the time of Agrippa 1st, 41-44 AD. Moreover, no
archaeological evidence of Iron Age II building has been found in the area north of
the Damascus Gate.
Finally, basing themselves on the biblical texts, Barkay8 and Na‟aman9 have
assumed that the tombs of the last kings of Judah should be located in the southern
part of Jerusalem, either on the Mont Zion or its slopes, or around the City of David
respectively.
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